as a subordinate branch of medicine or the healing art. In these times the scope of surgery was limited,?its resources were few,?and its practice was confined to surgeon-barbers, who acted under the direction of the physician. The business of the surgeon-barber was, therefore, entirely a mechanical art, consisting of manual operations when required, and medical education was confined exclusively to the physician.
In this country, however, surgery no longer acknowledges medicine as her mistress,?she has broken the chains of servitude, and has raised herself to be dictator in her own province,?the treatment of diseases requiring manual operations. The surgeon no longer acts in humble subserviency to the physician, and has taken the study of anatomy, physiology, pathology, as well as the conduct of operations into his own hands, in order that he may cultivate, improve, and practise this branch of the healing art for himself. By this advancement, the surgeon has not only greatly improved his own special department of the profession, but has added to the healing art many resources formerly unknown. 24th, The symptoms of delirium tremens, erysipelas, and of other effects of the injury, continued without much variation; the face and neck became much swollen ; the pulse varied from 100 to 120, and was very weak. The discharges passed involuntarily in bed. He became gradually weaker till this morning, when he died.
Dissection.?Between the scalp and temporal bone, as also at other parts which had been affected with erysipelas, there were collections of purulent matter.
At the situation of the wound upon the scalp, there was a stellated fracture of the posterior part of the left parietal bone, without any irregularity of surface by which it could have been detected during life. The fracture extended to the petrous portion of the left temporal bone, and the dura mater, in the situation of its course, was in a softened and inflamed state, there being lymph effused on its surface. A cavity, accompanied with softening, was found in the substance of the right anterior lobe of the cerebrum, containing the remains of a coagulum of blood. This cavity appeared to have existed for a considerable length of time, as the blood was for the most part absorbed. There was a considerable effusion of blood at the base of the cranium, and a fracture through the middle of the right orbitar place.
In this case, the patient had suffered a severe contusion upon the head, producing concussion of the brain, accompanied with fracture of the skull at its base, lesion of the brain, and effusion of blood into the substance of the brain, as also into the base of the cranial cavity. These were followed by inflammation of the dura mater, delirium tremens, and erysipelas ; yet, notwithstanding all this complication of injury and disease, he lived for four weeks. At one time he appeared to be recovering, and, had his constitution been in a more favourable state, he certainly would have had a much better chance of getting well.
Case Fiq. 2.
